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ABSTRACT

The rational implementation, in Brazil, of the International Convention on
Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation is presented in this work. It has been developed
in some main steps to facilitate the understanding of this matter. First of all, a description of the
convention and the reasons and benefiis for the adoption are shown. In sequence, the Brazilian
process of implementation is described with a primary attention in what has been done, and finally
necessary factors that must be adopted to make the process successful. An important point to be
considered in the development of this work is that the problems faced by Brazil can be generalised for
many different developing countries. The found solutions can also be generalised, reaching the interest
of the maritime community in general.

1. INTRODUCTION per year, not including freight costs (about six
billions US dollar per year). Considering this
The Oil Pollution Preparedness, intense maritime commerce and the fact that
Response and Co-operation Convention Brazil has signed the Convention, the
(OPRC), which establishes rules, procedures implementation of the OPRC Convention is
and guidelines for better international co- an important contribution to improve the
operation in combating major oil pollution preparedness, response and co-operation for
casualties. It is a very important initiative of the major oil spills.

International Maritime Organisation (IMO), its
goal being the protection of marine
environment. It includes provisions for technical
co-operation between States on combating
major oil spills, realisation of research and
development programmes and promotion of
bilateral and multilateral co-operation in
preparedness and response.

The author intends to reach a high
level of understanding of the Brazilian problems
in relation to the implementation of such an
important convention in the matter of marine
pollution prevention. It is relevant to take into
account that the problems presented by Brazil
can be found in many different developing
countries, in that sense the present work could

The possibility of co-operation in oil be a modest contribution to the global solution
spill matters is particularly interesting for the of these matters.
developing countries, which can receive
assistance from industrialised countries, in

case of emergencies and in its own 2. OPRC CONVENTION
development of contingency plans.

The International Convention on Qil

In this context, Brazil appears as one Pollutign Preparedness_, Rfasponse and Co-
of the most industrialised countries in Latin operation, 1990, had its first draft done in
AmeriCa- |t has a huge terrltory Of 8,512 November 1989, as a TBSUH Of a Conference Of
thousand square kilometres and its coastline leading industrial nations (known as G7) in
is approximately 8 thousand kilometres long Paris, in July of the same year. This conference
adjacent to the Atlantic Ocean. From an called upon IMO to develop further measures
economical point of view, 95% of the total to prevent pollution from ships. After lfinished
Brazilian exterior commerce is transported by the draft works the OPRC Convention was
imports, about one hundred billion US dollars into force in May 13th 1995.
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